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OBITUARIES 

PROFESSOR A. P. RAGGIO 

Dr. Andrew Paul Raggio, professor of Spanish and Italian at the Uni- 
versity of Maine, died December 21, 1917. He had been in the service of the 
University of Maine as instructor, assistant professor, associate professor, 
and professor since 1907. 

Andrew Paul Raggio, professor of Spanish and Italian, was born forty- 
four years ago in the city of Austin, Texas. His parents had come from 
northern Italy, from the hill country back of Genoa, and like many of their 
fellow countrymen, had settled in the south, first in New Orleans, whence in 
course of time they removed to the new state of Texas. They were devout 
Roman Catholics, and Professor Raggio owed his early education to the 
institutions of the church. Thus from his boyhood associations while reared 
in newest America, he was linked with the traditions of the old world. 

Professor Raggio possessed a rare equipment for his work. Following 
his graduation from the University of Texas in 1896, he spent five years of 
travel and study in Europe — three years in Italy, one year at the University 
of Grenoble in France, and one year in Spain. Returning to America he 
was for three years enrolled as a graduate student at Harvard University, 
where he received his doctorate in Romance Languages in 1904. It would be 
difficult to find or to imagine a more ideal preparation for a professorship 
of Romance Languages. He had acquired an intimate and sympathetic ap- 
preciation of Spanish, Italian, and French literatures and first-hand knowl- 
edge of the peoples and countries of southwest Europe. He had become 
well versed in European history. He had received sound university disci- 
pline in the several phases of technical philological study. 

Professor Raggio came to the University of Maine in 1907, having served 
an instructor's apprenticeship at Simmons College, Bryn Mawr College, and 
the St. Louis Central High School. From instructor in Romance Languages, he 
became assistant professor in 1907, and associate professor in 1911. In 1916 
the new department of Spanish and Italian was created for him in recogni- 
tion of his zeal and ability. Perhaps no quality was more characteristic of 
Professor Raggio than his intense earnestness. It was with earnestness that 
he assumed his new position. The growth of the new department was mar- 
velous. He had planned to conduct all the classes unaided, but before the 
first year was out he needed the services of two instructors, and even then 
was obliged to curtail the work offered in Italian. 

Without doubt the teacher's real triumphs are in the class-room; but 
they are often secret triumphs, they are not heralded abroad, they are often 
little known or appreciated by the teacher's colleagues. I have heard the 

176 



Obituaries 177 

opinion expressed by university men of experience that one should husband 
his energies in his teaching, because he derives no recognition or prefer- 
ment from that source. The labor of a teacher is largely a matter of con- 
science. To his classes Professor Raggio was most conscientious. Pains- 
taking in the extreme, methodical in every detail, he had carefully reasoned 
out his system of imparting instruction. His endless patience and regard 
for the minutiae of scholarship might have descended to pendantry in a less 
inspired teacher, but with him a boundless enthusiasm for his profession and 
for the subject matter which he taught raised his work high above the 
trivial and the commonplace. 

It is in vain that we regret the loss of a human life seemingly cut off be- 
fore its time. We miss the later years of riper achievement. But we pos- 
sess a work well begun ; we possess an example of faithfulness, of con- 
scientiousness, of energy in the performance of duty, of intellectual breadth 
and integrity, of honesty of purpose, and frankness of position; we possess 
an example of charity toward others, of spiritual depth, and earnestness that 
can never be lost. 

George D. Chase 

University of Maine 



RAFAEL MARIA DE LABRA 

Don Rafael Maria de Labra, distinguished Spanish statesman, jurist and 
writer died in Madrid on the 16th of April, 1918. 

Don Rafael Maria de Labra was born in Habana, Cuba, in 1841. He 
left Cuba at the age of ten and the rest of his life he passed in Spain, with 
the exception of a few years when he held various political posts in Cuba. 

Sefior de Labra was one of Spain's great men of the last fifty years. 
Since the year 1873, when the short-lived Spanish republic was organized, 
he became a liberal republican, and throughout his whole life he worked in- 
cessantly for the betterment of Spanish political and social canditions. At 
the time of his death Sefior de Labra was senator and president of the 
Ateneo de Madrid, having occupied various prominent public offices before. 

As a writer on subjects relating to Spanish and Spanish American politi- 
cal and social problems Sefior de Labra is world famous, and the bibliography 
alone of his studies would cover a small volume. The following are a few 
of the best known of his works : La Perdida de las Americas, La Coloniza^ 
cidn en la Historia, De la representation e influentia de los E. U. de, 
America en el Derecho International, Estudios de Economia Social, Historia 
de la Cultura Espaiiola Contempordnea, El Derecho International de Espana, 
La Politico hispano-americana en el siglo xx, El Problema politico-peda- 
gogico en Espana. 

The death of Sefior de Labra is a great loss to Spain and to Spanish 
scholarship. 

A. M. E. 



